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Quarry

Hugh Findlay
[ -
A slow u'hi::pcring Fiver,

shallow ice pnu]ﬁ slosh.

A lone gray fox drinks.

cold shock of wet paws.

He fords the river qui::|~:]_x'_

frozen mudbanlk n:]'un::hing.

Above, snow rides wild currents:

a red-tailed hawlk circles, and

descends into sycamore.

white bark lost in snowflake.

Fox and hawk exchange

W'y g]d TECS,

both }'!l't_‘dill'ﬂl':‘ |1Lm;|'_x'.

anxious. chilled.

The forest dissolves into

shrouds of whirte gauze.

Then nc:n'h}; g Hlighr rustle

of movement—quarry!

The animals instantly

scan for motion.,

lllL’lT O any minuee ¢ 1ange

of color, sha pe or sound.

From above. the hawk 5&1'i|l‘|_&' parses

gmund. bush. and tree.

From below. the fox :aniH'; |1i.~:‘]1
LS

and fast for relleale scents.

.]lU:._'"L'[]'IL'l' 1|1L"'~' I':lI'-'.L' 1|H' “‘I]'L'Hl.

Lln'p inro the |ﬁ1||in:._: [|;1|~;x'.~4.

le'[lningu irection, reducing scope,

pipoimnting range,

until thev reach their rarger—

2| Hill:..‘,ll.‘ t'L'ﬂ,L'II', "n‘-.'|1h‘]'|.‘

el IH'.;II]L'll l"l.'ﬂd?* :lI]L[ L{I'l‘lph 1S

load of snow with a dull thud.

Bird and fox stop, teel their |11|n:_w|' recurn,

:lI]LI MOove On.

A breeze follows them. stirring up

pufts ot fog along the river bank.

Undetected, a snow hare slips

:ailuml_x' down her duup, safe hole.
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